DISTRESS (IRELAND) (ADDRESS OF ROMAN CATHOLIC BISHOPS). 



RETURN to fin Order of the Honourable The House of Coinmons, 
dated 19 March 1868 



COPY “of the Address and Statements relating to Distress vci Ireland 
submitted in January to His Excellency the Lord Lieutenant by Five 
Catholic Bishops of the West of Ireland^ and the Reply thei-eto,'” 



Memoranda of Statement made fo His Excellency the Lord Lieutenant of 

Ireland, on the 9tli January 1883, by the Catholic Prelates of Connaught, 

relative to the Destitution apprehended in their respective Dioceses. 

1 . In all the parishes of our dioceses there exists already a considerable amount 
of distress; and, week after week daring the next six mouths, tliis distress, if 
not adequately and promptly relieved, is sure to increase and extend. It will 
affect, on an average, from one-third to one-fifth of the population, aud a still 
larger proportion in most of our towns. 

2. The people who suffer from this distress are in no way accountable for it ; it 
comes entirely, under God’s providence, from the inclerat-nt seasons with which 
our country has been visited. 

3. About one-half the potato crop has been lost, and from one-half t'l one-third 
of the oats crop, and what remains of both crops is generally of inferior quality. 
Continuous rains and floods have prevented the saving of turf. There is ah’eady 
in many districts a great dearth of fuel. The price of potatoes, and of turf, is 
now more than double what it was this time last year. 

4. The destitute have no means of relieving themselves. They have neither 
money nor stock. What they had some months ago has passed to the land- 
lords in payment of rent and arrears of rent. They have no employment worth 
taking into account. They are still in debt to shopkeepers, and will get no 
credit from them ; neither will the landlords, with few exceptions, give them help. 

5. It is, therefore, evident that to save the health aud lives of the destitute 
the Government must interfere and provide adequate means of relief. 

6. The relief measures generally put forward are the following. We beg 
leave to express our views on each : — 

{a.) Relief within the workhouse. We are fully convinced that this 
form of relief, so revolting to the feelings of our people, will be generaBy 
rejected by householders, even at the risk of starvation. We believe that 
its enforcement by the refusal of every other form of acceptable relief 
would be attended with the gravest consequences. 

(&.) Out-door relief to householders and small landholders. W e believe 
that in the absence of remunerative employment in the destitute districts 
relief in this form should be authorised and enforced by the Government ; 
but, owing to its many evil effects as regards both recipients aud rate- 
payers, we would dej)lore its necessity. 

(c.) Employment on public works. This also would be demoralising, and, 
as a general system of relief it would be found totally inadequate. 

It could not be made promptly and generally available, so as to afi’ord 
immediate relief when aud where required. 

{d.) Employment of destitute landholders on their own lauds, with 
advance of Government loans in consideration of, and in proportion to, 
improvements made thereon, . 
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This sj’stcm of relief we entirely approve of, and most urgently recom- 
mend, not only as the sole, prompt, effectual, and uninjurious measure of 
public relief we can discover, but ns a wise and cficctual means of improving 
the social condition of our country, and at the same time of promoting 
public tranquillity and contentment. 

On tills system of relief we ask leave tn make the following suggestions : — 

(m) Tliat the improvement of holdings should include,— 1st, drainage; 
2nd, fencing; 3n.l, ereclutn of offices, especially dairies ; 4 th, essential sani- 
tary arrangements. 

(i.) 'ihat the improvements should be (1) determined, (2) the execution 
tliereof inspected, and (3) payment orders for work done issued by the 
officers of tlie Board of Works ; and that payment should be made at short 
intervals, and ai a iuir rate of rcmuneraiion. 

(c.) That the works sliould, as lar as practicable, he executed within the 
period of distress, so as to supply the. necessary means of sii|)port to indigent 
labouiers and landholders. 

(d.) That loans, equal to five years’ valuation of holdings, should Ik; given 
to all applicants irrespective of valuation, or, if not given to each indi- 
vidualiy, that they should be given to applicants united in convenient groups. 
If this is not clone the loans will not ivacli those whose destitution tliey are 
intended to relieve. In the poorest districts there is not one bolding in a 
hundred valued at 10 1. per annum. 

(e.) That no collateral securities for loans should be required, the interest 
of the lenauts in their holdings being sufficient guarantee for re[»aynient, 
and it being simply impossible for small destitute landholders to provide 
such secuiity. We have no doubt but the loans would be punctually repaid. 

8. For granting loans on the above conditions the following reasons appear 
to us conclusive : 

(a.) These Inans are clearly within the powers granted to the Treasury 
by the Land Act, they are in |)erfect accord with the scope and object of 
that Act, and of the Arrears Act ; they would involve no pecuniary loss to 
the State, even though not drawn, as some propose they sliould be, from the 
residue of the Church Fund. 

(i.) These loans following security of tenure would be eagerly availed, 
of. They would impart new fertility to the soil, and bring home to the 
poorest the great advantages of the Land Act. They would largely 
promote industry and contentment in districts and amongst classes in 
which such results are urgently needed, so that even in the absence of 
distress, it would be humane and politic for the Government to issue 
such loans. 

{c.) The land improvements initiated by these loans amongst the labour- 
ing classes would be cheaply and speedily effected ; they would train these 
classes to drainage and other like w’oi'ks, and would thus give a much- 
needed and most salutary impulse to agricultural improvements all over the 
country. In this way, permanent remunerative employment would be 
safely provided at home for labourers, whilst the comforts of the middle-class 
farmers would be greatly increased, and gradually, but effectively, new and 
settled habits of industry would be established. 

(d.) In the event of loans being refused to householders and small tenants, 
and poor law outdoor relief being at the same time withheld, whilst aid for 
emigration would be jiroffered and pressed, there is no doubt hut angry 
vindictive feelings would be aroused ; the restoration of order would be 
made immeasurably more difficult ; and an organization, partly secret, 
partly public, with the black flag of famine for its banner, would, in 
all probability, soon overspread the destitute counties, and lay the country 
under a lawless tribute. The people will not starve, as in 1847, neither will 
they, at the present time, leave their homesteads, however wretched, for a 
possible borne in America, still less for iniprisonment in a workhouse. We 
have formed this opinion alter careful inquiry. We are convinced that it 
would be impolitic and ruinous to take advantage of the approaching 

destitution 
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destitiiiion liytlie refusal of emplo 3 nnent and of out-door relief to force the 
people to leave the couutry. Besides, ilie consolidation of holdings of 
bad, unimproved land would be no remedy against future destitution. 

To resume : Great and widespread distress is fast approaching ; some measure 
of Government relief is necessary, that measure should be prompt and general ; 
it should be such as the destitute will accept, and, as far as possible, such as 
will prevent, instead cf entailing, the necessity of future public relief ; audit 
should also, if possible, be made to subserve the. interests of social peace and 
good order. The system of loans we advocate, and the agricultural improve- 
ments consequent thereon, will, we are confident, fulfil all the abt've conditions 
as no other relief measure can do. We tlierefore earnestly pray, in the intere.st 
alike of our suffering people and of society at large, that Her Majesty’s Govern- 
ment will be pleased to adopt that system, and to bring it as speedily and as 
widely as possible into operation ; and we promise them our cordiivl co operation 
and that of our clergy. Influenced by the same motives, we beg leave to re- 
commend that loans to small as well as to extensive tenants will be Continued 
and liberally extended after the cessation of the distress ; and that the purchase, 
reclamation, and partition of waste lands, not to mention other works of public 
utility, will be speedily undertaken by the State on a large scale. These 
and like CJovernuu-nt measures will be taken by the people as evidences of 
good-will and sympathy ; and they are, in otir opinion, indispensable helps in 
remedying the chronic discontent and destitution from which all classes in the 
country are sud'ering. 

(signed) ^ John MacEcilly, Archbishop of Toara, &c. &c. 

^ Laurence Gillooly, Bishop of Elphin. 

Patrick J)uggan, Bishop of Clorifert. 

Hugh ConuHig, Bishop of Killala. 

^ F. If. MacCormock, Bishop of Achoury. 



Reply. 

The Under Secretary to the Lord Lieutenant to the .Archbishop of Tuam. 

Most Reverend Sir, Dublin Castle, 8 Mardi 1883. 

With reference to the interview of the Roman Catholic Bishops of Connaught 
with His Excellency the Lord Lieutenant on the f)th January last, and to the 
memorial then put forward in favour of loans to small tenants, I am directed by 
His-Kxcellencv to acquaint you, and to request that you will be so good as to 
intimate to the otlier Bishops who were present at the mteiTiew, that iiis 
Excellency at once laid their proposals before the Treasury, with whom, as you 
are no doubt aware, the decision rests, in a letter in which he stated that while 
in his opinion there are certain objections to the proposals set ^ , 

memorial, he thought that, as emanating from a body so powerful and uitiuenticil, 
they deserved the serious attention of Her Majesty’s Government. 

His Excellency has now received their Lordships’ reply, in w'hich^they 
state that they have considered the suggestions made, with an anx.ions desire to 
accept them if that were possible. As regards the propos^ that Joans equal to 
five years’ valuation of lioldings should be given to all applicants, irrppective or 
the valaatiou of tlieir holdings, their Lordships consider that such a course 
would be attended with the greatest difficulty, and are unable to adopt iL 

They, however, express their opinion that there may be cases of holdings of 
less than 10 Z. annual valuation which would afford sufficient security for the 
minimum loan of 50 Z., and siate that they are prepared to consider favourably 
a provision enabling this minimum to be lent in cases where the security is 
reported to he good, provided the loan never exceeds seven years’ valuation. 

As regards the otlier proposal, that failing the abolition of tjie limit of valua- 
tion loans might be advanced to applicants united in convenient^ groups, their 
Lordships state that they are confronted with insuperable difficulties. 

At the outset, it is to be remembered that there is no legal power to enable 
loans to be granted to tenants binding the.ii- holdings for the repayment of 
advances laid out for the benefit of neighbouring holdings. 
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This might be met by legislation, but their Lordships are largely moved by 
the inexpediency of temiiting this cla.ss of borrowers into a practice of mutual 
suretyship, which would involve serious obligations, if it did not degenerate into 
a form useless to the Treasuiy and demoralising to the tenants. 

The difficulties, however, are of an administrative character in the way of 
entertaining it ; and His Excellenc)', having fully considered the objections that 
have presented themselves, cannot but concur in their Lordships’ decision with 
respect to this proposal. 

Their Lordships remark that the Bishops at the time of their interview with 
His Excellency appear to have been unaware that the provision requiring 
collateral securit)'^ for the repayment of loans to tenants has been abolished, 
and proceed to express a hope, in which His Excellency joins, that the conces- 
sion they have suggested in the case of tenants valued under \0 1. will satisfy a 
large proportion of the applications which the bishops would think deserving of 
approval. 

I have, &c. 

The Most Rev. John M‘Evilly, d.d., (signed) R. G. C. Hamilton. 

Archbishop of Tuam. 
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